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During World War
was
Air

1.C
a.mgnetf fo the combined
Foree Band in Aflantic Cifg. NJ. When the
band's were .rp[ii in 1045, Corporaf

8th-20th Army
Friedman

went with the 29th AAF Band to Buc[zfeg Field
in Denver and the 28th AAF Band went to

Seymour Johnson Air Base. NC. The 28th AAF

Band would eoeniuu.[[g be refocated to Seott Air
Force Base.IL, and renamed the US. Air Force

Band of Mid-America. C

Friedman

went on fo become Dr. Al Reed, one the most

important composers of

ican band music.

Russian Christmas Music was written for a
December 1944 concert in Denver in tribute to
the Russian-American alliance during World
War II. and pet-forme& by a band maie up of

the best musicians from the fioe mi[ifm-g bands

in the Denver area.

arris was in

cfxarge of organizing the concert and Reed assisted
him with the administrative work. The concerts
rogram called for premieres of Russian and
merican works: a transcription of the second
movement of Harris Sixth SHmpAony. and
Proftofieo'.r Marech. Opu.r 99.
With the concert just around the corner.,
Harris ({i.\'cooerecf that Pro[wfieo'.r work
had u.[recu{g been premiere&{. eaving him in
need of another Russian work for the concert.
Harris solution was to assign the composition

of the work to Af{re({ Reed, with whom he

had become glumi iar durin
ew York. When Reed expressetf

Juilliard in

Reed's time at

o:épora[ Af ;FrieJman

his coneern that the concert was just two weeks |
away, Harris re.rpom{ec{. “Don't worry, I have
every confic[ence in you..just don't make it
too [ong. on[g about 14 or 15 minutes!” With
the assistance of fioe copyists and his mife.
Murjorie. Reed comp[eie the score and parts
for Russian Christmas Music in 13 c[ug:.
In his research for Russian Christmas Musie,
Reed traveled to a small Colorado church
where he discovered that instrumental music
was oirtually nonexistent within the Russian
Orthodox Church. However, he was ver
taken Bg a choral Ppiece. Carol of the Little
Russian Children, which he used in the opening
woodwind chorale. Itis.in facf. the onfg authentic
Russian me[ot{g in Russian Christmas Musie.
All other thematic material is origina[ Reed.
“1did not have the :[igfife:t realization at the
time of what this piece would [ater become.”
said Reed. “Bg the time I had revised it
— twice, as a matter ofgacf. the fir.ri time
in 1947, and again in OG68. for pu[)[icaﬁon
—I saw that wherever and Bg whomever it
was performet{ the success was n[umg.r a
great one with conductors, erformem. and
audience alike. This finu”g convinced me
that per[‘mp: I had indeed accompfiafxet{
somethin of ovalue after oll”
Alfred Reed passed away on Septem[)er 17,
2005, as this recort{ing was Being producec{.
The Band of Mid-America mourns the [oss of

a Jistingu'u ed alumnus and a feﬂom airman.

The United States Band of Mid-America
Capiain Dondld E. Scflofieftf. Jr.. Commander and Conductor

Flute/Piccolo

| MSgt Jodi Pratt

Perkins, OK

| SrA Linda Foster

- Merrill. WI

. Oboe

TSgi Dawn Striker-Allan"
-Salem, IL
TSgt Kathy Nix™

. -St. Louis, MO

B(].SJ‘OOD

Mng Daoid Metzger
Salina, KS

Sng Jesse Schartz”
“Grove, OK

Clarinet

MSgi Constance Galbraith
“Uwchland, PA

Tng Michael Witte
“West Allis, WI

Sng Shannon Doofeg
-Fageﬂeoiﬂe. GA
SSg{ Rebecea Schartz”
Taoupa:FL

SrA Mi:fg Weaver
-Pontotoc, MS

SrA Keith Hulen
-Waukegan, IL

Bass Clarinet
TSgt Gail Tucker
'Ho”it{nga[mrg. PA

Alo Saxopflone
MSgi Lon Tfn—oop
Lincoln, NE

SrA Dmighf Wiest"
Portland. OR

Tenol' Suxopflone
SrA David Fatek
'Pf:i[uc{efpflia, PA

Baritone Saxopflone
SSQf Joshua Fedele
-Louiseille, KY

I'Iorn

TSgl Frank Groome®
'Im{iunapofi:. IN

Sng Andreo Fordham
Cherry Valley, IL
SSgi Peter Dahlstrom
Columbus, OH

Tng Tom Sanders™
Kirkwood. MO

Trumpet

MSg’( cott Vignassi
Perkin, IL

SSgi Tommg Moneg‘
Raintsille, KY

SSgi Cfxridopfxer Cronsell
-Bath. ME

SSgi Seott Dooleg
“Hawkins, TX

SrA Benjamin Peterson
~Wisconsin Rapic[.r. WI

Trom‘)one

Tng Rick T[xorp |
~Wheaton. IL.

SrA David Horger
Dearborn, MI
SrA Erik Da.ngen
Duluth, MN

AIC Joff Dahiseng
‘Lou)rg. MN

Eupfmnium

Mng Joel Rossi
‘Monongqfle[a, PA
Tng Thomas Vineent *
“North Chicago. IL
SrA Shﬂ“)ﬂ(l Kue[)[er
“Union Cilg. OH

Tuba

SSg( Davcid Hartung”
'Franhfor(. KY

SrA Matthew Kuebler
-Foansoille. IN

Percussion
Sng Christi McGowan"
“Charleston, IL

SSgt Seott Drewes
-Alexandria, VA
SrA Jarrett Robineti
-Jonesboro, AR .3

String/Electric Bass
SSqt Mark Frandsen
-Anaheim, CA

Keg{)ourt{:
Mng (re() Roz Harvey
Detroit, MI

Vocalist

SMng Sharon Johnson
'Sit{neg. 1A

Mng Steve Thulon
“Sacramento, CA

Narrator
CMSgl (Rei) Daoid Roger:
-Tallahassee, FL

Audio Engineer
TSgi (rei) Doug Antes
']_A\’Iienl’ 0 PA

Asst. Audio Engineer
Sng Ethan Hall
-Austin, TX

Siaff Arranger
Mng Dean Smith
“Mascoutah, IL

" Principa.f
" Air National Guard

Band of the Midwest
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1 Christmas Prelude 3:18
2 Go Tell it on the Mountain 4:07
3 Gesu Bambino 4:25
4 My Favorite Things 2:47
5 Mel Torme Christmas Medley 4:27
6 Yes, Virginia, There is a Santa Claus 6:31
7 Sleigh Ride 3:45
8 Look at Them, It's Christmas 3:05
9 Parade of the Wooden Soldiers 3:51
10 Belleau Wood 3:24
11 The Prayer 4:25

12 Russian Christmas Music 12:37

Interested in Air Force opporunities? Contact Air Force Recruiting

via www.airforce.com or call 1-800-423-USAF.
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